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Dear Drothers:

We received your letter of Decerber 17 in which vou inguire
about handling a =ituation invelwving a brother who has been
gquilty of sericu= violaticns of the law in the past.

¥ou ex¥plained that vou have recelived information indicating
that this brother "committed sevaeral murders and crimes baelfore

18 DapTlsm. Yo ask 1 Fiorida [aw ochllgates some Aaction on
cur part. Florida law entorcemnant authorities nave no knowledge
of this patter. "

As glders, you have no abligation toe reveal infarmation of
this type ta the authorities. Any 1nformation that you have
EEEZTE%E‘&nile fulfilling your dutles as slder=s i= strictly con-
Fidential. What he dces about paying his debt to Sociekty is
largely up to him and his consciencc. Since he is apparently a

fugitive from the law, he obviously would not gqualify for any
extra privileges of service in the cangregation.

You state that you have "one report of his smoking marijuana
with his <¢o-workers which may have been after his baptism." We
assumez that 1= the reason that yvog fe=el a nead to meet with him.
Since he 1= a dedicated brother and he is presently attending the
reetings, there is a need to investigate to determine if some
type of congregation action ig nhecessary. Likely the bast
appraach is to arrange for two elders to talk to him informally
to make gome discreest ingquiries about his current conduct,., TE
there appears to be substantial evidance of =zerious wrongdeoing,
then a committea should be farmed to hear the case.

As we bhelieve you undersetand, it i= imperative that the
elderzs maintain strict confidentiality abkout his past. 1f the
elders inadvertently reveal his past wrongdsing, undoubtedly it
will re=ult in major repercussians to him and hi=s wife. So,
handling this case calls for good judgment and discernment. We
trust you brothers= can handle things appropriately. Write to ue
again if you need further direction.

We pray Jehovah’s direction as you endeavor to fulfill your
waighty responsibilities as shepherds of the flock., We send our
warn Christlan love.

Your brothere,
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